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Long Itchington Parish Council wishes to object to the reclassification of the route 
between Long Itchington and Southam College as a safe route, thereby imposing 
bus charges on families with children attending Southam College.  
 
Some years ago, the route was deemed unsafe and bus charges were dropped. As 
far as we can see nothing of note has changed for pedestrians to make the route 
now a safe one for children to walk.  
 
Southam College is deemed by WCC as the nearest qualifying secondary school for 
Long Itchington’s children to attend and the vast majority do so, with c.30 children 
attending from our year 6 pupils each year. And approximately 100 children using 
two buses each way every day.  
 
The distance is approximately 2.9 miles, just on the boundary of the distance that 
would qualify for free transport if the route is deemed safe. Should children not 
receive financial support and be forced to walk to school we feel the route remains 
very unsafe. It would take at least an hour to make the journey walking along a very 
busy A road, with a speed limit of 50mph.  The pavement is very narrow, vehicles 
are dangerously close to pedestrians along the entire route; since 2007 the volume 
of traffic has increased enormously.  There are now significantly more HGVs using 
the road including many Cemex lorries; we have just learned from HS2 Ltd that the 
number of lorry movements will increase dramatically and remain high for the next 
10 years.  
 
Children do not always behave sensibly when walking along a pavement and would 
be accessing the route in large groups, thus encouraging risky behaviours. The 
Highway Code refers to the unpredictability of children who are pedestrians: Rule 
205 of the Highway Code states that “there is a risk of pedestrians, especially 
children, stepping unexpectedly into the road”. It is a well-known fact that 11 and 12-
year olds have the greatest risk of injury as pedestrians. (Source : AA Motoring 
Trust).  
 
In the winter particularly and at times of heavy rain these dangers are amplified. 
Walking back to Long Itchington in the winter months would be done in the dark. The 
road is not lit.  Are you suggesting that children should wear high viz jackets? As 
adults we would not attempt this journey and we should not be encouraging children 
to do so. 
 
As far as we are aware the only highway change proposed is to install a Pelican 
crossing by Model Village.  In our view this could make the road more dangerous.  
We often experience near misses at our own zebra crossing in the village with cars 
travelling far too fast to stop safely. Long Itchington speed-watch group carries out 
speed checks on a regular basis under the overall supervision of the Police.  At 
every session using the speed gun we see significant numbers exceeding the speed 



limit, i.e.: travelling at 40mph in a 30mph zone.  The speed limit on the A423 part of 
the route to school is 50mph and many travel much faster than that, including HGVs.  
 
The zebra crossing in Long Itchington is soon to be upgraded to a Pelican. Indeed, 
we are surprised that the Highways department feels it necessary to have two lighted 
pedestrian crossings so close to one another; this implies that the road is deemed to 
be unsafe.  All the guidance we have read about safe routes to school would seem 
to suggest that high speed roads carrying a large number of HGVs with very narrow 
pavements and no lighting would not be deemed safe for young pedestrians and 
certainly, cycling along the A423 would also be extremely hazardous 
 
The alternative to walking to school is that many parents would feel it necessary to 
drive their children to school. We are sure that Southam College and the roads 
around it cannot accommodate any more cars and this would cause more pollution 
and the potential for more accidents. 
 
Finally, we suggest that local police are consulted on the safety of the route for 
young pedestrians. We do not feel all the relevant factors have been taken into 
account.  
 
 
 
 
 


