
 
From: Ian Dickinson <Ian.Dickinson@canalrivertrust.org.uk> 
Sent: 10 November 2020 15:12 
To: L.I. Parish Council <parishcouncil@longitchington.com> 
Subject: Consultation on the Long Itchington Neighbourhood Plan  

  
Dear Sirs, 
  
Thank you for consulting the Canal & River Trust on the draft Long Itchington Neighbourhood Plan. 
  
Having reviewed the draft Plan, we would like to offer the following comments: 
  
The Canal & River Trust (the Trust) is a company limited by guarantee and registered as a charity. It is 
separate from government but still the recipient of a significant amount of government funding.  
The Trust has a range of charitable objects including: 
• To hold in trust or own and to operate and manage inland waterways for public benefit, use and 
enjoyment;  
• To protect and conserve objects and buildings of heritage interest;  
• To further the conservation, protection and improvement of the natural environment of inland 
waterways; and  
• To promote sustainable development in the vicinity of any inland waterways for the benefit of the 
public.  
  
Within Long Itchington Parish the Trust owns and operates over 4km of the Grand Union Canal which 
runs in a broadly east-west direction past the southern edge of Long Itchington.  
  
The canal forms an important part of the landscape within the Plan area and contributes significantly 
to its character, both providing a reminder of the industrial heritage of the area and a valuable green 
infrastructure corridor and wildlife habitat as well as being a valuable leisure and recreational resource 
available to the local community. 
  
The canal is designated as a County Wildlife Site and within the Plan area there are a number of bridges 
and locks, including the Grade II listed Shop Lock (Lock 12). The canal towpath also forms part of 
National Cycle Route 41. 
  
The Vision Statement for the Plan area includes a number of themes that are relevant to the Trust. 
The canal makes an important positive contribution to the character of the Plan area and is a part of 
its heritage as well as providing a diverse and thriving wildlife habitat. Furthermore, the canal also 
offers a leisure and recreational resource which attracts visitors to the area and thus helps to 
contribute towards the local economy. This leisure and recreational resource is also available and free 
to use by the local community and as a part of the wider network of footpaths and cycleways in the 
area, the canal towpath can not only provide access to the surrounding countryside but also help 
promote healthier lifestyles to boost peoples’ overall health and well-being. 
  
The canal is a 200-year-old structure and, whilst not a designated heritage asset, is nonetheless an 
important part of the heritage of the area and Policy BE6- Conservation of Historic Assets adds further 
support for ensuring that such heritage assets (along with designated assets such as the listed Shop 
Lock) receive appropriate protection from harmful impacts arising from new development proposals.  
  
Policy EB2- Tourism offers support to new development that supports the growth of the local economy 
from tourism providing it is appropriate, and particularly highlights the importance of ensuring that 
such development does not harm the settings of heritage assets or the character of the surrounding 
landscape including wildlife habitats. The explanation accompanying the policy identifies the canal as 
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an important leisure and tourism resource and we are pleased to note that it is included in the list of 
tourism assets shown in Figure 7.  
  
We consider that Policy EB2 strikes an appropriate balance between supporting tourism-related 
development whilst emphasising the importance of ensuring that any such development does not 
harm the special character of the area. We consider that the policy should ensure that appropriate 
allowance for new development associated with and supporting the role of the canal as a visitor 
attraction can be made without risking harm to the character and attributes that contribute to making 
it such an attraction. 
  
Policy NE2- Local Green Spaces designates two areas of Local Green Space which adjoin the canal, LGS 
12: south-west of Leigh Crescent and LGS 15: Keepers Meadow. 
  
Site LGS 12 sits to the east of the Two Boats public house and adjoins the Grand Union Canal and 
towpath along its southern boundary. The Trust owns a strip of land alongside the canal which falls 
within Site LGS 12; this area of land mainly comprises a canal embankment (Two Boats Embankment) 
and a line of mature trees flanking the towpath. The proposed designation will assist in protecting the 
character and setting of the canal here, along with its value as a wildlife habitat and reduce potential 
risks to the stability of the embankment slope that could occur as a result of building close to the toe 
of the embankment. 
  
Site LGS 15 comprises the substantial areas of landscaping proposed to be established along the 
southern boundary of the residential development of 81 houses on land off Stockton Road, which 
adjoins the canal and towpath for about 250m east of Itchington Bottom Lock. Designation of this area 
as a Local Green Space should further secure long-term protection of this landscaped buffer which 
helps to both soften the visual impact of the new development on the canal and to enhance and 
support the ecological value of the canal corridor as a wildlife habitat. 
  
I hope that the above comments will be of assistance to you, but please do not hesitate to contact me 
direct should you wish to discuss any matters further. 
  
Regards, 
  
  
Ian Dickinson MRTPI 
Area Planner  
  
T: 01636 675790   
M: 07825 608321 
E-Mail: ian.dickinson@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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