
Response / Comments Sheet 
Neighbourhood Plan 

Please write which policy number and page number you are commenting about and use a separate sheet 
if required.  Email back to: parishcouncil@longitchington.com 

Any problems filling this in please contact us 

5.1 Housing 
 
Policy H1 – Housing Supply and Development 
 
Although the Neighbourhood Plan is generally welcomed and well put together, Policy H1 of the Plan is not fully 
compliant with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the 2016 Stratford-on-Avon District Core Strategy 
(the Core Strategy), or the emerging Stratford-on-Avon Site Allocations Plan (SAP). This may simply be a case of 
unfortunate timing given the Regulation 18 SAP has only just been released for consultation.  Either way we 
respectfully request the Neighbourhood Plan should now be amended to align with the SAP and include reserve 
housing sites, and in turn therefore align with the strategic policies in the Core Strategy and the NPPF.    
 
The NPPF requires that Neighbourhood plans should not promote less development than set out in the strategic 
policies for the area, or undermine those strategic policies.  It also states that Neighbourhood Planning Groups 
should also consider the opportunities for allocating small and medium-sized sites suitable for housing in their 
area.  It is furthermore one of the basic legal tests of Neighbourhood Plans that they should be in general 
conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area. 
 
In this case the relevant strategic policies are contained in the Core Strategy.  This identifies Long Itchington as 
being a Category 1 Local Service Village. This categorisation identifies that amongst the villages within the District, 
housing development will primarily be focussed within the five Category 1 Local Service Villages where possible 
and viable.  Policy CS.16 (Housing Development) further highlights the requirement for housing delivery within 
Category 1 villages. This sets out a need for approximately 450 homes in total across the Category 1 villages, of 
which no more than around 25% should be provided in any individual settlement (112.5 dwellings).  
 
Whilst committed developments may have already provided enough homes in Long Itchington to meet this 
immediate requirement, the District Council nevertheless has a commitment to identify further reserve housing 
sites across the district to reflect the potential shortfall in delivery and needs arising from elsewhere in the 
market area.  This commitment is set out in Policy CS.16D of the Core Strategy. The policy requires the Council to 
identify reserve sites capable of accommodating up to 20% of the housing requirement to 2031, i.e. 2,920 homes. 
Reserve sites allow the District Council to meet its housing needs by releasing the identified sites for development 
by 2031 if its monitoring shows that they are required. The benefits of identifying and releasing reserve sites is to 
enable the Council to retain control of and continue to manage development in the District.  Reserve sites are not 
excluded from villages which have already met their spatial requirement. 
 
The District Council’s strategy to identify reserve sites has been to allow these to come through Neighbourhood 
Plans and, where such plans are not in place, through a District Wide Site Allocations Plan (SAP).  As referenced 
within the emerging SAP, numerous Neighbourhood Plans within the District have reflected the inclusion of 
reserve housing sites in order to ensure continuity and a strong policy backdrop to future housing requirements. 
Such examples include, but are not limited to, Wellesbourne Neighbourhood Plan (made December 2018) and the 
Kineton Neighbourhood Plan (made October 2016). 
 
The SAP sets out reserve housing sites throughout the district which have been assessed and considered suitable 
and sustainable by Stratford District Council.   
 
In the case of Long Itchington since there has been no Neighbourhood Plan in place prior to the SAP reaching an 
advanced stage, the SAP has accordingly assessed the suitability of the village to accommodate reserve sites and 
included two reserve sites for future housing needs. 
 
The sites identified in the emerging SAP are land East of Marton Road (Site ref: LONG.01) and land North of 
Leamington Road (Site Ref: LONG.14B). Both sites are identified for 18 units.  This submission is made on behalf 
of the owners of the latter site.  
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5.3 Employment & Business 
 
No comment 
 

 
On the basis of the above, it is clear that the SAP reserve housing sites should be included in the Neighbourhood 
Plan.   
 
In specific regard to Land at North of Leamington Road (SAP Ref: LONG.14B), this site clearly represents a 
sustainable location for housing development and should be included.  This site is located on the edge of the 
settlement boundary at the west of the village, and is neither within Green Belt nor forms part of the extensive 
area of open countryside to the west of the village.  The site is well connected to the rest of the village by way of 
the footpath on the south side of Leamington Road and bus stops are located on Short Lane to the south-west of 
the site within a 300m walk.   The site is also not adjacent to the village conservation area or any listed buildings 
and is immediately adjacent to a modern development of 16 homes at Russell Close built in 1991.  As assessed 
by the District Council through the SHLAA, the southern part of the site adjacent to the Russell Close scheme is 
considered suitable at this time for development and can accommodate 18 units.  It notes that the site is clear 
from any form of constraint or local or national designation.  The SHLAA outlines a range of mitigation measures 
that would need to be accommodated within any proposal for the site if it came forward. These include retaining 
the hedgerow along the western boundary; creating a hedgerow and intermittent trees along the northern 
boundary; and providing the necessary technical highways assessment to ensure access and pedestrian safety.  
 
In conclusion we object to the Plan on the basis that it does not align with national or local policy and we 
respectfully request that it be amended to include SAP site LONG.14B as a reserve site in the next draft of the 
Neighbourhood Plan to overcome this conflict.  A copy of the SAP site plans is attached with this submission. 

5.4 Natural Environment 
 
Figure 9 – Valued Landscapes and Views Map  
 
In light our request that SAP site LONG.14B be included as a reserve housing site, objection is also raised to 
Figure 9 of the Plan.  This includes two views under reference view point No 3.  The more easterly of these 
viewpoints is from the gate at the entrance to the LONG.14B site.  This is an inappropriate view to include so 
close to the village edge and would be incompatible with a reserve site allocation.  It is not supported by the 
SHLAA assessment and should be removed. 
 
 
 
 

5.2. Built Environment 
 
No comment 



 

5.5 Community including community aspirations 
 
No comment 

5.6 Sport, Leisure, Recreation 
 
No comment 

General comments on the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The above issues aside, in a general sense we welcome the Neighbourhood Plan and it is well put together and 
well presented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your name, address, (tel. number / email if appropriate) – We will not take anonymous comments 
 
Submitted on behalf of: 
 
Mrs Helen Newbold, 6 Foxglove Rise, Telford, Shropshire TF3 2AN 
Mr Trevor Reeve, 'Ashdale', Stonebridge Lane, Long Itchington CV47 9PT 
 
By Delta Planning: 
 
Delta Planning  
Cornwall Buildings 
45 Newhall Street 
Birmingham 
B3 3QR 
Tel: 0121 285 1244 
Email: stefan@deltaplanning.co.uk 
FAO: Stefan Stojsavljevic 
 
As Planning Agents for Deeley Homes: 
 
Deeley 
Head Office  
George House 
Herald Ave 
Coventry 
CV5 6UB 
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