
On the whole, we support the policies set out, however as residents of one of the new 

developments, we are very disappointed by the wholly negative characterisation of the 

impact we and our neighbours have had on the village. Right from the outset (p3), the plan 

sets out a “them and us” attitude which is completely at odds with the stated intention (p12, 

para 4.1) of ensuring that the community “remains cohesive [and] inclusive”. This is typified 

by the contrasting use of the words “growth” in reference to 1950s expansion and “influx” 

with regard to more recent development (p11, para 3.13). While it is understandable that 

many residents would have been opposed to the relatively large scale of developments that 

have taken place recently, we really think the plan should reflect the village as it is now and 

not as it was 10 or more years ago. 

 

In particular, to state that newcomers are “putting significant strain on both the physical 

infrastructure and social fabric of the Neighbourhood Area” (p13 para 4.6), without any 

supporting evidence, is unfair to the many people who support local businesses and engage 

in village life in various ways. Not to mention that the new developments at Lilac View, 

Spinney Fields and Keepers Meadow have generated substantial additional precept income 

for the Parish Council, even though residents have to pay separately for their grass cutting, 

maintenance of street lights and play areas and so on. 

 

The Plan also states (para 3.13 again) that “integration has been more challenging recently”. 

Where is the evidence to support this? More challenging for whom? In what way? 

 

We first visited Long Itchington in the mid-2000s and were immediately drawn to the rural 

character, the range of amenities and the many picturesque footpaths along the canal and in 

the surrounding countryside. For various reasons, we were unable to move here until a 

couple of years ago and one of the new-build houses just happened to most suit our needs. 

We don’t feel that the expansion of the village to the East has had a detrimental effect on the 

centre of Long Itchington or on the surrounding area. The village remains an attractive place 

to live. It is entirely understandable that the Parish Council does not want to see further 

excessive urbanisation, and we’re sure many new residents would support this, but we think 

this argument can and should be made in a more constructive way. 


